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It is with deep regret that we announce the death of 
Hon. Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker, LL.D., President 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and Chair- 
man of the Trustees of the Publication Fund, which 
took place at Pennypacker 's Mills on September 2, 
1916. He was born April 9, 1843, at Phoenixville, 
Penna. He was elected an Active Member of the So- 
ciety March 25, 1872; Councillor, May 26, 1879; Vice- 
President, May 4, 1885, and President May 14, 1900; 
also Trustee of the Gilpin Library, April 7, 1887, and 
Trustee of the Ferdinand J. Dreer Collection of Manu- 
scripts, November 7, 1900. The numerous historical 
papers and translations which he contributed to the 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 
are characterized by that thorough research for which 
he enjoyed so eminent a reputation. 

With the degree of Bachelor of Laws, conferred on 
him by the University of Pennsylvania, he was ad- 
mitted to practice at the Philadelphia Bar in 1866 ; the 
year following was elected President of the Law 
Academy; in 1887, was admitted to practice in the 
Supreme Court of the United States ; from 1889-1902, 
served as Judge of the Court of Common Pleas No. 2 ; 
he was selected a member of the Board of Education 
in 1886 and served three years. In 1902, he was elected 
Governor of the Commonwealth, and after his term ex- 
pired served on the Valley Forge Park Commission, 
the Pennsylvania State Railroad Commission and the 
Public Service Commission. 

Governor Pennypacker was a Trustee of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, which conferred on him the 
degree of Doctor of Laws, as have also Franklin and 
Marshall College and Muhlenberg College. 



